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Innovative digital businesses propel AI 
adoption across the Irish economy

An Implement Consulting Group study commissioned by Google.
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As creators, adapters and early adopters, innovative digital businesses are 
catalysts for disseminating AI to the rest of the economy

Innovative digital 
businesses create new AI 
tools and find new uses for 
existing ones

79% of European innovative digital businesses use generative AI 

46% have experimented with or partially 
adopted generative AI

14% have fully adopted generative AI

11% have adopted and actively adapted 
generative AI technology to suit their 
business needs

8% have generated new AI technologies to 
serve their business needs

21% do not use generative AI

Use of generative AI by European innovative 
digital businesses
% of respondents
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AI can supercharge the ecosystem of innovative 
digital businesses in Ireland, boosting 
productivity and competitiveness

An Implement Consulting Group study commissioned by Google. Scan to view full report

Ireland has strong entrepreneurial activity but must improve scaling success to 
match leading countries

If Ireland scales up innovative digital businesses to the levels of leading OECD 
countries, this could…

Create 14,000 high-value jobs, supporting the future 
competitiveness of the Irish workforce 

Contribute EUR 1.8 billion annually to the economy
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Innovative digital businesses per 100,000 working-age adults 
Creating more innovative digital businesses

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

UK
SE

FR

IT

LT

NO

FI

DE

RO
PT

PO
CH

IE

GR

BE

BG

ES

AU

DK

HR

CZ

HU

NL

LVSK

SI

US

KR

EE

CA

JP

IS

CL

MX

IL

Best-in-class entails many innovative digital 
businesses with high scaling success

Share of grownups
% of innovative digital businesses with 500+ employees
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